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Mo:va:on	
	
	Thinking	of	teaching	….	

•  Size	of	cohorts	
•  Diversity	of	cohorts	(age,	experience,	
background,	aspira:ons,....)	

•  Abstract	concepts	-	Mathema:cal	rigour	
•  Anxiety	
‘...daun%ng	task	that	faces	lecturers	in	
responding	to	the	pressure	of	mass	HE.’		Biggs	
&	Tan	(2011)	



History?	



Mathema:cal	rigour		
(an	example)	



Communica:on	

•  Establish	and	maintain		on	going	communica:on	
with	students	and	among	students	

•  Previous	project:	Use	of	social	media	(Facebook)	
to	facilitate	communica:on	with	students	taking	
analysis	module	

•  Current	Project:		Extend	use	of	social	media	to	
include	other	modules	I	teach	and	complement	it	
with	discussion	forums	on	Blackboard	(VLE)	



Ac:on	
				In	collabora:on	with	Ins:tute	for	Learnin	
Innova:on	and	Development	(ILIaD),	UoS	we:	

•  Set	up	Facebook	group		
•  Support	development	of	students’	digital	
literacies,	including	managing	their	online	
iden::es	and	appropriate	security	seangs	

•  Nominated	moderators	to	support	group	
discussions	

•  DigiChamps	to	help	if	students	are	not	familiar	
with	Facebook	



What	was	going	on	….	









‘Vegan	lemon	drizzle	cake’	



Con:nuing		project	…	

•  Con:nued	using	Facebook		for	communica:ng	
analysis	

•  Created	Facebook	group	for	the	Engineering	
Founda:on	Year	(EFY)	cohort	(2013/14)	

•  	Created	Facebook	group	for	the	first	year	
maths	students	(2013/14)	

•  For	each	of	the	cohorts	created	a	Discussion	
Forum	on	Blackboard	(VLE)	(2014/15)	



Ongoing	communica:on?	

•  Facebook	communica:on	
	
•  Blackboard	–	‘Blanckboard’	
						
Debate	on	Blackboard	at	the	‘Technology			
Enhanced	Learning’	conference	(ILIaD),	April	
2015,		University	of	Southampton	



More	on	Blackboard	
•  The	University	is	pushing	for	Blackboard	
•  Blackboard	has	been	most	recently	upgraded	and	
there	is	a	smart	phone	App		for	Blackboard	

•  UoS	Managed	Learning	Environment	(MLE)	team	
promo:ng	Blackboard:	blog,	twijer,	YouTube,	
Google+	

•  Top	:ps	–	how	to	use	Blackboard	beyond	basics	
•  MLE	team	provides	informa:on	such	as:	
				Type	of	device	used	to	access	Blackboard		
(August	2015):	88%	desktop,	8%	mobile,	4%	tablet	
	



Evalua:on	??	

•  Exam	results		
•  Student	feedback	(	formal	–	informal	)		
•  (NSS)	



Exam	Results	

2012/13	analysis	cohort:	205	students;	average	55%/51%	

Before	Facebook	(BF)	



2013/14	analysis	cohort:	164	students;	average	57%	/57%	

Aper	FB	has	been	introduced	…	



With		Facebook	and	Blackboard	Discussion	Forum	
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2014/15	analysis	cohort:	228	students;	average	55%	



Student	Feedback	

•  Formal:	-Students	evalua:on	ques:onnaire		
																			-Poll	on	Facebook	
																			-Survey	(Ethical	approval)		
																				Evalua:on	fa:gue?	
•  Informal:		It	is	‘cool’	to	‘meet’	a	lecturer	on	
Facebook;		

Helps	to	create	more	approachable	and			
friendly	atmosphere.		



Conclusions	



Further	work	

Implement	some	of	the	ideas	I	got	
here	on	this	conference	such	as	
‘outdoor	educa:on’		
in	order	to	develop	a	more	
collabora%ve	learning	and	teaching	
environment	in	partnership	with	
students.		
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Thanks!	
Ques:ons?	


